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Call-Out for HELP

On behalf of the CE community,
| would like to extend a huge thank you
to Natalie for picking up the load and
carrying on in wonderful cheer despite
the shortage of teacher-conductors
(TCs) during 2009. Thanks also to the
entire CE team at Carson Street for

your continuing dedication to our kids.

I would also like to thank all the team
leaders, and their fantastic team members,
for the many hours of hard work you put in
behind the scenes. The generous donation
of your precious time is making our
children’s futures a whole lot brighter.

New Sponsor Hits the Mark! — CECWA
welcomes a new sponsor to its team -
Realmark, Lynn Bradshaw's employers.
Realmark has chosen CECWA as the first
recipient for its in-house charity, Community
Connect.

Moving forward with this project, Realmark
employees will now make a selection from a
wish list of items provided by Natalie and
work to raise the funds to provide new
resources for our children.

New Staff Update — Shona, the new TC,
has passed all the immigration hurdles and
will arrive soon! She will be ready to start for
Term 4, 2009. With her arrival Natalie’s load
will ease and return to the position we were
in before Laura went on maternity leave.

CECWA'S

President’s Update...
a note from Lol

Other staff progress...

DET has agreed to quarantine

two teaching positions so that CECWA
can make sure that they are filled by
suitably qualified staff.

It is also hoped that another TC can be
identified and hired to fill the other vacant
position. There is one in the wings, but
there are several hurdles to overcome
before her application can proceed:
disappointing and frustrating, but
recruitment is a long and difficult process.

Negotiations continue with DET
regarding the long term funding of the CE
Early Intervention program.

Lois Hall

lois.halll@optusnet.com.au
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10 October:
Holt Rock Hoedown —

all proceeds to
CECWA: Saturday
[overnight camp-out].
$20 ticket includes
BBQ pack [kids free].
Call Robyn 0438 922
943 for further details.

COLOURS: Navy Blue, White
PRICE: $15

CECWA Summer T-shirts

Conductive Education Summer T-shirts (short sleeve) for our kids
NOW AVAILABLE! Orders open until Thursday, 1st October 2009.

SIZES: 0, 2, 4, 6, 8 (note that the sizes are quite large.)

Orders must be received by no later than Thursday October 1, 2009.
Samples will be available to view on request

Contact Lynn Bradshaw to order by phone or ask any questions regarding
CECWA t-shirts: lynnlee10@iprimus.com.au / 0432 104 024

OR order and pay online at www.conductiveedwa.com.au _ click “Latest News”
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29 October: CECWA AGM —
All parents/caregivers encouraged
to attend — please support your
charity. Voting on constitution to
reduce number of meetings from
10 to 6 per year, and all board
positions open for nomination:
7.30pm Thursday. 29th October
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15 November: 11 am — 3 pm
Castledare Family Fun Day!
Fairies, pony rides, face painting,
clowns, sausage sizzles, jumpy
castles...and much more.
Tickets are $10 adult / $5 child &
include a sausage sizzle lunch.
Call Katrina: 0402 505 767

PLANNING AHEAD:
Gala Dinner — 27 Match 2010

Yes —it's true! It's confirmed and you
can write it on the wall: one additional
teacher-conductor will arrive early
October 2009, in time for the start of
Term 4, working in the CE program at
Carson Street School (CSS). All
families on the waitlist will be contacted
shortly as the CE Team plans program

details and classes for next term.

This news, and other updates are small and
big “gems” that we like to share with all
interested parties. In particular, the media
and promotions team passes these news
updates to our friends in the media who
have shown interest on what's happening
with Conductive Education in WA — the CE
program at CSS — and we do so through
written releases, emails and phone calls.

We provide updates following events such
as CECWA'’s most recent meeting with DET
on Friday 4 September [the second meeting
for the 2009 school year, with plans to have
one each term]. Key points following the
CECWA-DET meeting include:

$200,000 funding for one additional
year of CE 0-4 year-old program
confirmed (early intervention/parent-
and-child).

Continuation of funding for program
past 2010 is pending outcome of
research project: “Any consideration of
extending the [CE] program [in WA]
cannot be undertaken until it is formerly
evaluated,” according to DET Executive
Director of School Support Programs,
David Axworthy, as quoted in media in
March and April 2009.

DET agreed and aims to develop a
research brief by end of September

[within two weeks of our meeting] and
to select a researcher by early October:
the research project is hoped to start as
soon as a researcher is selected.

Our CECWA representative team is
pleased to have had input to the
detailed scoping and terms of reference
for the DET research brief. We expect
that this research will take most of next
year in order to effectively measure the
results of CE on our children [results of
CE on our children are seen over a
longer period of time].

Two teacher-conductors have applied
with success for positions in the CE
program at Carson Street School
[CSS]. One visa is granted but the
second TC is still "in the pipelines” and
requires reassessment of English
language before applying for
immigration visa — no confirmed start
date but we are hopeful that she may
arrive for the 2010 school year.

Provision of CE at CSS is dependant
on staffing. According to a survey of
parents with children on a waitlist or
currently enrolled for CE at CSS, 37 of
43 students would withdraw their
enrolment should the CE [or “aspects
of CE"] program not be available 2010.

Into the future: the difficulty in hiring
qualified staff continues. CSS and DET
are looking at possibility of hiring a
conductor [without necessarily
possessing teaching qualifications], but
DET cannot sponsor the visa for this
position because a conductor alone is
not on the skills shortage list of
Department of Immigration and
Citizenship (DIAC).
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At the recent More than Gadgets
conference 24-25 August, held at the
Esplanade Hotel in Fremantle, Yvette
and | presented a session on the first
day regarding the use of Assistive
Technology (AT) as an essential tool in
the use of the Four Blocks Framework

for Literacy.

It was attended by people within the Special
Needs Education and therapy sector from
across the state and representatives/
speakers from across the country as well as
local parents. The presentation was well
received with positive comments and
requests for more information following our
sessions on what we were doing at Carson
Street. The keynote speech (by Jane Farrel,
of Spectronics in Victoria) on the second day
also described the use of AT within the Four

After a much needed rest following the frantic activity of the Gala Dinner, the Fundraising Team is back in

action. Three meetings have been held since the Dinner Auction and work is busily in progress organising

Blocks Framework and a program for older
students called MeVille to WeVille (which the
Aspects of CE Lower Primary class use),
demonstrating them to be 'best practice' all-
round literacy instruction for students with and
without communication difficulties.

The Independent Living Centre (ILC) also
presented providing students with a 'voice',
through the use of assistive technology, with
reference to Aided Language Stimulation,
PODD and the work of Gayle Porter (that all
of our CE classes use).

Yvette, Mary-Louise, Alicia and | came away
from the conference feeling that

we (CE at Carson Street) really are at

the cutting edge of educational

provision for students with both

complex motor and communication

needs,

CECWA's next big fundraising event, Castledare Miniature Railway Fun Day.

Castledare Miniature Railway Fun Day — 15 November 2009

It is time for you and your families to put Sunday 15 November in your diaries to come and enjoy some miniature railway

which was also confirmed in a letter from a
parent of a child in the ACE Lower Primary
class, who attended the conference,
addressed to John Exeter supporting our
practices.

Links to recommended presentations are as
follows:

http://www.ilc.com.au (in the 'What's new'
section, to be posted soon)

http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog

(to be posted soon)
If you would like a copy of our presentation,
please contact Natalie.

Natalie Fitzpatrick
Teacher-Conductor

Natalie.Fitzpatrick@det.wa.edu.au

Castledare
Family Fun Day
Call Katrina
0402 505 767
for tickets

fun! This year's event promises to be bigger and better than ever, with even more attractions for the kids to enjoy. There
will be Fairies, pony rides, face painting, clowns, sausage sizzles, jumpy castles.....and much more. Tickets are $10 per
adult and $5 per child and include a sausage sizzle lunch.

Gala Dinner Celebration - 27 March 2010

The 2010 Gala Dinner will be held at The Esplanade Hotel Fremantle on Saturday 27 March 2010. Tell your family and
friends to pencil this important date into their diaries now! Work is well underway to make the upcoming event even more
spectacular than this year's event, which raised more than $48,000....the aim is to have fun, sell lots of tickets and raise

more money for our kids!

Calling all fundraisers — new and old we NEED your help: The fundraising team is looking for support your may be able
to provide to the CE community. We would love to see some new faces join our fundraising team, and there is always
plenty of work to be done. Please contact Linda Pierce on 0439 951 972 or email Ipierce@live.com.au if you would like
to join our team or if you are able to assist at either Castledare or the next Gala Dinner.
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Continued from page 2

After somewhat of a quieter news time —
waiting on TC arrival news and helping build
relationships with DET, media etc to
progress support for the CE program — the
media and promotions team was happy to

provide some solid news to media.

Other items that we work on together with
CECWA teams include:

Updates on upcoming events (see pg 3
— Castledare Fun Day: 15 November)

new promotions (like new summer
CECWA T-shirts for kids on sale now —
see pg 2)

setting up online payment systems (eg.
For T-shirt orders)

assisting with revision of CE brochures,
letters and other materials (eg. design
and copy writing for event posters and
tickets)

providing website updates with all of the
above, and
this quarterly newsletter that brings it all
together.
If you have any ideas for stories,
photographs that help our CE story or ideas

for promotion materials — please let us know.

Next issue: Term 4
Send submissions by 10 Nov 2009

Feedback and suggestions on this issue
and for future issues would be greatly
appreciated. Please contact one of the
Media & Promotions Team members:

Lydia Gallant
russ_lyd@aapt.net.au

OR

Miranda Nikolich
miranda@creative-express.com.au

All CECWA families, and especially the teams, put a lot of
precious time into providing our Charity with support
towards bettering the future for CE in WA — ultimately

bettering the future for our kids.

The Fundraising Team in particular has a great deal of
work at hand planning and managing the many events
throughout the year. All help is gratefully accepted;

however, the Team is specifically looking for help with:
CASTLEDARE: Sunday 15 November 2009

Volunteers needed to help staff some of the stalls on the day. If
you think that you may be able to spare an hour or two on the day
your help will be most appreciated.

DINNER AUCTION: Saturday 27 March 2010
Donation items

Thanks so much to those of you that were able to

organise things for auction or raffles at this year's dinner. In 2009
you helped us to source goods, services and gift vouchers for a
broad range of things, which was fantastic. If anyone

knows individuals or businesses that may be able to donate
anything for 2010's dinner auction, can you please call or

email Linda Pierce to discuss.

All items, big or small, help towards raising funds to continue CE
services for our kids. Any items donated can be taken into stock
at anytime. Also, we will be looking to put together ‘goody bags'
for all of our guests on the evening of next year’s Dinner Auction.
If any companies have promotional material such as stubbie
holders, pens, caps that they would like to donate please

give Linda Pierce a call.

This is an opportunity to promote businesses among proposed
500 + guests!

Linda Pierce 0439 951 972/ Ipierce@live.com.au

www.conductiveedwa.com.au

PO Box 1046
Scarborough WA 6922

Phone: 0439 946 827 (Lois Hall, president)
Email: president@conductiveedwa.com.au

Charitable Collectors Licence #2083
ABN: 20 126 336 301
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New equipment and resources arrive...

In addition to the equipment that Sue Gay has so generously made for the children, we have

made some large purchases over recent weeks including:

a 19 inch touch screen monitor purchased with a $1200 Telstra Grant;

a new Dynavox and sundry extras purchased with $20,000 donated

by the Van Doornen Family Trust; and

A new bike already purchased with a $1900 donation from family and friends, in
memory of Michael Fernandez, remaining funds from this donation will go towards

the purchase of a cubby house or similar outdoor item.




